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Historic North Buckhead House Finds a New Home

By Jim Hackler Land, LLC. OKeeping it gave us the direction for

The OBuckhead SkylodgeO is getting a new lease the style and quality of the other three homes
on life as the centerpiece of Kalmia View, an ex- being built.O He says Hercules House Movers Inc

; ; ; handled the delicate task of gently moving the
clusive new EarthCraft House project situated at house that weighed more than 500,000 pounds.
The homeOs exterior natural stone work and
large timber features are being preserved while
the interior will be updated with a state-of-art
kitchen, four bedrooms and 3.5 baths. A new
basement will feature a wine cellar and game
room that opens out onto a swimming pool and
gardens. OThe new location will also provide dra-
matic views of Buckhead,O said Fehskens. OBut
weOre ensuring privacy by protecting many of
the ancient trees and mo  untain laurel that in-
spired the projectOs name  (Kalmia Latifolia is the
genus/species name for this flowering shrub).O

Fehskens is part of the Kalmia View develop-
ment team that includes Faulk Design and De-
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The historic OBuckhead SkylodgeO,
859 Loridans Drive, circa 1928.

the highest point along the border of North
Buckhead and Brookhave n. The 19200s stone
house was placed on 90-foot metal beams and
rolled 80 feet to a new foundation.

OThe house is a well known landmark in the
neighborhood,O said Bob Fehskens of Scenic-

Kalmia Latifolia .

velopment, Howard Design Studio, Gunn Con-
struction & Development, and Summerour & As-
sociates Architects. Ol am really in love with the
existing house and excite  d that it was saved,O
says Keith Summerour, president of Summerour
& Associates. He said the homeOs clean, Euro-
pean vernacular will be echoed in the three
other homes that will be properly sized to com-
!/ ® plement the existing house. OIOm finding that my
The average amount we saved our Buyers clients donOt want the massive rooms anymore,
D : but prefer something thatOs appropriately scaled
per transaction in 2008 <) _ T
to humans N something you find in the great
country estates of Europe.O

Is saving money one of your New Year’s Resolutions? While the look of Kalmia View evokes the past,
the construction is incorporating the latest high
CERTIFIED ECOBROKERS performance and energ  y-efficient techniques
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and products to exceed  the requirements for
AtlantaOs EarthCraft House certification. Started
by the Greater Atlanta Home Builders Associa-
tion and Southface Energy Institute, the Earth-
Craft House program serves as a blueprint for
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Historic North Buckhead House N cont.

healthy, comfortable homes that reduce utility

bills and protect the envi  ronment. Only five per-
cent of new homes constructed in the city meet

the programOs stringent  requirements that in-
clude energy use, water conservation, sustain-
able materials, health of  the occupants and site
preservation.

OTree conservation is very important on this
project,O says John Howard of =~ Howard Design

Studio . Olt would be easy to come in and grade
the entire property, but we're making every ef-
fort to work around these extraordinary trees N
one of those is a 50-inch White Oak that really
dictated where we sited the homes.O

Howard says the natural setting of Kalmia View
is a landscape architectOs dream. In addition to
the towering oaks and mature stands of flower-
ing shrubs, Howard Design Studio will be install-
ing a landscape that will complement the sur-
roundings of the new homes. OThe approach is
to think of it holistically as a small community of
four homes that have a pleasing relationship
with one another. They'll have this common
thread in the landscape so that the lots will flow
from one into the other.O

The historic OBuckhead SkylodgeO was carefully
placed on ninety-foot steel beams and moved 80 feet
to its new location in the corner of Kalmia View.

Kalmia View is situated at 1030 feet above sea level,
the highest point along the border of the North Buck-
head and Brookhaven neighborhoods in Atlanta.

Howard says itOs been fun making the hardscape
for Kalmia View that will give it a European feel

of brick sidewalks, special pavers in the streets,
and granite for the curbs and gutters. OWe're
using real materials that have a wonderful tac-
tile quality.O While the hardscape will evoke
Europe, the gardens will be more reminiscent of
the Georgia and North Carolina mountains. He
says in addition to planting more Kalmia, theyQll
be creating pockets of shade and open areas of
sunlight. OBecause the land slopes away from
the homes, on one side  of the home you'll feel
like you're in the trees and it will be more natu-
ral. The other side will  be garden and more
styled.O

The OBuckhead SkylodgeO will be the first of the
four homes to be completed in early 2010 N

and is priced around $2  million. The three cus-
tom homes will be finished later in the year and
priced up to $2.5 million. For more information

on Kalmia View, goto  www.kalmiaview.com _ or
call Dawn Mullins at (404) 202-8652.

Jim Hackler is a journalist who has written on green
issues for Delta Sky, Smart HomeOwner, and Natural
Home; see www.TheUrbaneEnvironmentalist.com.
Jim is working with the developers on environmental

issues related to this development.

Additional history and photos of the historic
home are available on NBCAOs web site at
www.nbca.org/859Loridans.htm.

e CHASTAIN Jclool

A Child Development Center & Preschool
An exciting and fun place for children to grow and learn!

Full day NAEYC accredited Preschool and
Child Development Center

4967 Roswell Road (behind Food 101)

For more information: 404-851-0001or www.thechastainschool.com




